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Melinda Vaughn is deputy director of the Bolch Judicial Institute at Duke Law School, where
she oversees the development and implementation of educational programs, conferences,
events, communications, and multimedia projects designed to support and strengthen the
judiciary and to improve public understanding of the rule of law and the role of the judicial
branch. She is also managing editor of Judicature, a scholarly journal about judging produced
by the Institute for federal and state judges.

With more than 25 years of experience in strategic communications, program development,
and higher education administration, Melinda previously served as executive director of
communications and events for Duke Law School (2007-2013); as senior editor and then
senior manager for content marketing for Citrix’s software-as-a-service division (2013-
2015); and as executive director of communications and events at the University of

Southern California Gould School of Law (2003-2007). She has worked in development
communications, public relations, and as an editor and journalist in Utah, California, and Ohio.
She holds degrees in English Literature and Mass Communications from the University

of Utah.



